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Save-the-Dates

50th Anniversary
Founded 1975

* December 5 - Deadline for sending in
member photos; slideshow

* December 11 - SLFF Meeting with
Member slideshow & Potluck

* January 8, 2026 - SLFF Monthly
Meeting

* January 31, February 7 2026 - SLFF
Fly Casting Clinics

* February 7, 2026 - Bishop Trout
Rodeo

e December 25, 2025 - Newsletter
material deadline for January 2026
newsletter

Contact Our Club:
SLFF
P.0.Box 166
SLO, CA 93406
EMAIL:
info@santaluciaflyfishers.com
WEBSITE:
www.santaluciaflyfishers.com

SLFF Tight Lines Newsletter

In This Month’s Newsletter

President’s Message
December Meeting
Member Profile: Ken Baldwin
New Member Profile: Joe Kane
New Member Profile: Robin Baker
2026 Program Schedule
Santa Lucia Fly Fishers Donations
O’Neill Forebay Striper Trip
Last Call: San Juan River Trip
Bishop Trout Rodeo
Call for Guide Web Page Updates
Casting Clinic Schedule

The Santa Lucia Fly Fishers fly fishing club was established in 1975
to give local area fly fishers of San L.uis Obispo, Paso Robles, Santa
Maria, and northern Santa Barhara, CA, of all skill levels
participation in a club to learn, share, and experience the challenges of
our sport in saltwater surf, and freshwater rivers and lakes.
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President’s
Message

By Eric Tinglof

The Glass Flowers Exhibit at Harvard
University Museum of Natural History

Please come join us for our Club’s “annual meeting” in December. Not only will we
announce our new Officers and Board Members, we will also be treated to our annual
member slide show. If you haven'’t already, send me your favorite fishing pictures from
2025. Where have you gone and what did you catch that puts a smile on your face? Send
me up to four (4) images with a caption to go with each. JPEGS only, and no later than
December 5t

As a celebration of the holidays, please consider bringing something small and edible to
share with our group at a potluck at The Octagon Barn Milking Parlor starting at 5:45 PM,
before the meeting. Decaf coffee, wine and water will be available.

Ken Baldwin, an avid surf angler, sent me this link to a resource that he follows. It is geared
more towards spinning gear anglers, but the information is pertinent for fly fishing the surf
as well.

https://rumble.com/v71do8g-southern-california-surf-fishing-report-11-7-
2025.html?e9s=src vl mfp

On a different note, Glynis and I took an extended trip to New England in the fall. A distinct
highlight was visiting The Glass Flower Exhibit in the Museum of Natural History at
Harvard. Words and pictures cannot describe the wonder of seeing 850 life sized botanical
models, made from glass by a father and son team from 1886 to 1936. See it, when you
have a chance.

[ will be joining Mark Shelton for the annual O’Neill Forebay Club outing, coming up quick.
Hope to see many of you there. Details are in this newsletter.

[ want to take this opportunity to thank all the members of our Board of Directors who
worked very hard in 2025, volunteering their time for the benefit of our Club.

Finally, it’s that time of year again to pay our annual dues. 2026 Club member dues should
be paid before January 1st. Please consider doing so today.

The link below gets you right to where you can renew on our website, after you have
logged in as a member:
https://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com/product/slff-existing-membership-renewal
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ANNUAL MEETING AND MEMBER SLIDE SHOW

We now have 147 members in our Club. Why not show your support
by joining in person on December 11th?

The Milking Parlor will open its doors at 5:45 PM. Grab a chair, help
set up a table and enjoy the fellowship of other members. Our general
meeting will begin at 6:30 PM with the introduction of our new Officers
and Board of Directors.

Since it is the Holiday Season, please consider bringing a small snack

to share with your fellow members at 5:45 PM. Decaf coffee, wine,
and water will be served.
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Member Profile

Ken Baldwin

A Journey into Fly Fishing and the Santa Lucia Fly Fishers

My path into fly fishing has been anything but traditional. Growing up in Southern California, my
experience with fishing was limited to occasional surf casting off the rocks of the Palos Verdes
Peninsula and jetty of King Harbor in Redondo Beach for opaleye and mackerel. It was enjoyable
at the time, but eventually I drifted away from it as life moved forward.

Fishing didn’t return to my life in a meaningful way until 1982, after I moved to the Central
Coast. An acquaintance invited me to try fly fishing—something I knew little about—and that
single invitation changed everything. Wanting to learn more, [ signed up for a four-day
introductory course at Clearwater Lodge on the legendary Hat Creek, one of California’s premier
fly-fishing waters. Those four days drew me in completely. Clearwater became a place to return
to year after year, not only for the fishing but for the satisfaction of reconnecting with old
friends and making new ones on the rivers and streams of Northern California.

Before long, the adventures extended far beyond the state. Clearwater-sponsored trips opened
the door to casting for brown trout in New Zealand, stalking bonefish on the flats of Christmas
[sland, battling tarpon in the Yucatan, pursuing big rainbows in Patagonia, and swinging flies for
steelhead on the Kispiox in British Columbia. Each destination offered not just new fish, but
shared memories with people whose passion for fly fishing matched my own.

When I retired from my surgical practice in 2017, I joined the Santa Lucia Fly Fishers to stay
connected to the sport and the kind of people it attracts. The club has strengthened my
appreciation for both the waters we fish and the friendships that grow from them. For the past
three years, I've had the privilege of serving on the Board of Directors, giving back to an
organization that continues to make fly fishing not just a pastime, but a meaningful and ending
part of my life.

New Zealand (1998) Tarpon Hotbox, Yucatan (2001)
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New Member Profile

Joe Kane

My name is Joe and I've been in the area for just about a
year now. My wife and I love to camp and hike along with
our dog. I have been fishing lakes and ponds for many
years. Over the years I have noticed anglers fly fishing in
the ponds, rivers and ocean and decided that's something
[ would like to learn. So, I met a friendly gentleman at the
dog park a few weeks ago and we got to talking and he
mentioned that he was a member of SLFF and that I
should join the club and learn how to fly fish. I'm looking
forward to meeting members, having fun and learning a
new skillset for fishing.

New Member Profile

Robin Baker

My name is Robin Baker, 'm 74 years old and I started fly fishing about three weeks ago. I've
fished with bait and lures for about fifty years and I'm very good at it. I decided about a year
ago that I would no longer fish with bait and strictly practice catch and release. I'm also good at
that and [ wanted to further refine my fishing skills, so I have been targeting pan fish with great
success. [ decided to refine my skills even further, by targeting blue gill and redear. This
became much harder and I realized that [ would need to go to fly fishing to be really

successful. A close friend has been fly fishing for more than thirty years and has given me some
helpful instruction. I'm not really interested in trout fishing, my focus is pan fish. I'm feeling
like this may be the worst time of the year to start this, but if it is, can only get better from here.
I'm married and have four children and live in Santa Ynez. [ have a 13’4” Boston Whaler and I
only fish Cachuma Lake.
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2026 Speaker Program Schedule
Lew Leichter and Mark Shelton

2026 DATES FORMAT NAME PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
16-Jan Z00M KARLIE LOFTICE My Fishing Life
12-Feb IN PERSON CRAIG DEMARK Ondemark Lodge Montana
BANQUET IN PERSON DAGUR GUDMONDSON | Fly Fishing Iceland & the Central Coast (quite

7-Mar a contrast!)

9-Apr Z00M PHIL ROWLEY Fly Fishing Canadian Lakes

14-May IN PERSON MEMBER PROGRAMS Mark & Marcy Osterkamp (Our trip to

Iceland)

Aaron Floyd (Fishing Bolivia)
Dan Watson (Reading from a book he wrote
about a trip to Baja)

11-Jun Z00M JEFF CURRIER Fly Fishing through mid-life crisis
9-Jul IN PERSON RACHAEL BEST - LCSLO Protecting habitat & conservation efforts in
North SLO County
13-Aug IN PERSON ZACH CRUM Protecting habitat in North SLO County
CA DEPT FISH &
WILDLIFE
Sept IN PERSON FALL SOCIAL
8-Oct IN PERSON MEMBER PROGRAMS John & Lydia Lawson

(Fortress Lake B.C.)

Eric Tinglof (Kearsarge Lakes)

Don Wheeler (Surf Fishing)

12-Nov Z00M PHIL HILBRUNER Lake View QOutfitters - Kenai River Stream
Watch

Introducing our 2026 Meetings Programs
Lew Leichter & Mark Shelton

We're pleased to introduce you to our 2026 meetings programs and speakers

The goal continues to be in-person speakers on topics of local interest to members. Like most
other things, in-person speakers have become more expensive. As a way to offset this, and in
response to positive feedback we received, we’ll have 2 meetings this coming year featuring
club member presentations. We have 6 members who will share a neat experience or fishing
trip 3 at each meeting.

We’ re bringing back two of our favorite speakers via zoom Phil Rowley & Jeff Currier.
The rest of the programs will feature 2 destination speakers and programs of local interest.

Hope to see more of you at our 2026 meetings.
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Santa Luca Fly Fishers Donations - 2025
Eric Tinglof

Each year our club donates a portion of our fundraising revenues to local environmental
nonprofits, as well as other organizations that represent our Club's values of catch and release,
fishery conservation and habitat restoration.

When I joined the Board of Directors a few years ago, [ was focused on the mechanics of fly
fishing. Little did I know that this was just a small part of the whole package. Like most fly
fishers, [ have grown to embrace the conservation side of the sport. It is so very important to us
all.

The following page is a list of the organizations that we supported this year.
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Santa Lucia Fly Fishers Donations — 2025
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Organization

Mission

California Trout

Cal Trout’s mission is to protect and restore wild trout,
salmon, steelhead and their waters throughout
California.

Casting for Recovery

The mission of Casting for Recovery® is to enhance
the quality of life of women with breast cancer through
a unique retreat program that combines breast cancer
education and peer support with the therapeutic sport
of fly fishing.

Creek Lands

Creek Lands is dedicated to our local ecosystems from
ridgetops to the near shore ocean environment,
connecting us to every creek and estuary from
Monterey to Ventura. Includes Trout in the Classroom
activities.

Land Conservancy of
SLO

The Land Conservancy of SLO County works to
permanently protect and enhance lands having
important scenic, agricultural, habitat and cultural
values for the benefit of people and wildlife.

Morro Bay National
Estuary Prog.

Works to protect and restore Morro Bay and its
watershed by conducting monitoring and research to
track the health of the estuary, repairing natural
habitats to protect water quality and wildlife, and
educating residents and visitors on how to be good
stewards of the bay.

Project Healing Waters

A non-profit organization dedicated to the physical and
emotional rehabilitation of disabled active military
service personnel and disabled veterans through fly
fishing and associated activities including education
and outings.

Southwest Council of FFI

Regional council of a national organization dedicated
to promoting fly fishing in Southern California and
Southern Nevada through education, conservation and
fellowship.

Toro Coast Preserve
Conservation Project

A three phase project to establish a regional park with
the lead partner being the Land Conservancy of SLO
County.

Trout Unlimited

TU is an American non-profit organization dedicated
to the conservation of freshwater streams, rivers, and
associated upland habitats for trout, salmon, other
aguatic species, and people.

Western Rivers
Conservancy

Western Rivers Conservancy protects outstanding river
ecosystems throughout the western United States. We
acquire land to conserve critical habitat, provide public
access for compatible use and enjoyment, and
cooperate with other agencies and organizations to
secure the health of whole ecosystems.
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O’ Neill Forebay Striper Trip
December 7-8, tentative
(high winds postpone)
Leader: Mark Shelton (459-7863; mshelton@calpoly.edu)

What: Fishing for mostly schoolie, some larger striped bass, with the occasional largemouth or
smallmouth bass thrown in. The O’ Neill lake record striper is 59 lbs., so you never know!

How: Float tubes, pontoon boats, kayaks, wading, power boats all work. Stripping streamers
like clousers, Lee Haskin’s San Luis Smelt, zonkers, deceivers, and flashtail whistlers on I-lines
or sink-tip/full-sink lines works best. Topwater action can occasionally be good in low light
(poppers, gurglers, etc.). Rod/line size 6-8 is best, but lighter and heavier gear works. Stripers
aren't leader shy, so 6 or so feet of 12-15 Ib. mono leader is good. I use fluoro, but doubt it
matters. The forebay ranger station opens at sunrise, usually about 6:30 a.m. in fall. Wind can be
bad, so I'll watch the wind info line and keep in touch with interested folks. There are flats on
the west and south end of O'Neill that are easily waded and can hold quite a few stripers. The
nearby big lake (San Luis Reservoir) is good for power boats and is another option.

Where: Just west of [-5 by Santa Nella, 3 hours north of SLO.

Lodging: Some folks like to camp at the lake (Medeiros area is popular); most stay in Motel 6
very near the forebay (I've found it surprisingly clean in previous stays). Motel 6 Santa
Nella/Los Banos: 28821 Gonzaga Rd., 3 miles west of I-5. Ph. (209) 827-8700.

When: I'll head up Sunday and fish that afternoon and Monday, returning home that eve.

Sunday Dinner: Our club tradition is to meet for dinner the first night at the Woolgrower’s
Restaurant in Los Banos - 6:00 p.m. This is a family style, Basque joint that is a unique and fun
place. It’s almost worth the trip to eat here.
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LAST CALL

If you like great fishing with knowledgeable guides; if
you enjoy tasty food and comfortable
accommodations; and if you like to catch big fish....the
Soaring Eagle Lodge on the San Juan River in New
Mexico is the place for you.

Eric Tinglof will be leading an outing of Santa Lucia Fly
Fisher members and guests, to the Soaring Eagle Lodge
from August 10 through 15, 2026. The trip is four days of
fishing with accomplished guides and five nights of
food and lodging. This is the first call for sign-ups on this
trip, and a deposit is not due until January 2026, but

December 2025

anyone interested in fishing the San Juan River should speak up and reserve one of

the seven available cabins.

The total cost per person is approximately $3,500
(double occupancy)divided between;

Food and lodging $1,450
Transportation costs 650
Guides, guide tips & fishing license 1,400

Call Eric Tinglof (417-861-0264) or email him
(etinglof19@gmail.com) to place your name on the list
for the 2026 Soaring Eagle/San Juan River outing.
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Our December “Annual” meeting at The Octagon Barn includes our traditional Member slide
show on the agenda. This offers all members the opportunity to showcase up to (4) four
pictures of your favorite moments fishing in 2025.

This is always a popular event, seeing where your fellow Club members spent their precious
fishing moments this year. If you attend in person or via Zoom, please be prepared to tell the
story behind the picture. That’s where the real interest and magic lie.

Please send your entries directly to me, in a jpeg format for easy incorporation into the slide
show. etinglof19@gmail.com

The cutoff date to send photos is December 5.

Santa Lucia Flyfishers Guide Website Page
Lew Leichter

How many of you have visited this page on our website recently? When you’re looking for a
guide at a specific venue, this is a good place to start.

The page lists 11 Featured Guides. These are the guides that support our club at our

silent auction during our annual banquet, and all have been recommended by club members.
They are featured on the website page, and all have business card ads in our monthly newsletter
with contact information.

We also list 8 Other Guides. While not directly supporting our club through donated trips at the
silent auction, these guides have also been highly recommended by club members who have
used them, and their contact information is on the website.

Should you know of guides that you and other members enjoy fishing with, please send me their
contact information. We'll contact them to see if they would be interested in helping us with our
fund raising or if enough of you mention them, we can consider adding them to our Other Guide
names.

SLFF Tight Lines Newsletter December 2025 Page 12


mailto:etinglof19@gmail.com
https://www.santaluciaflyfishers.com/resources/guides

December 2025

SLFF ANNUAL FLY-CASTING CLINICS SCHEDULE
JANUARY 31 and FEBRUARY 7th

Bernard Pieters

"Our goal is to make you a better and more complete fly fisher "

Casting your line is the most important part of fly fishing that a lot of us have to work on, that
can MAKE or BREAK YOUR DAY. Your grade in succeeding at catching fish, at and having an
enjoyable and relaxing time depend substantially on your ABILITY or INABILITY to deliver
consistently solid, well-presented casts, in a variety of different fishing situations.

You may ask yourself this simple straightforward question: am I satisfied (enough) with my fly-
casting performance as the kind of fly fisher I am now, or want to become?

For more than 30 years we have reached out. through our club casting clinics, to members who
want to become better casters. A lot of you have answered the call, and benefited

substantially from the clinics, bringing their hobby to a significantly higher level. Don't miss
this great opportunity. Come to the clinics to improve and fine tune your casting skills, to reach
your goal of becoming a better and more complete fly fisher. You'll be glad you did!

The casting clinics are conducted in a relaxing, non-competitive environment by your club’s FFI
certified casting instructors team, Sally Stoner, Debby Cox, Todd Tosse, Bob Hurd, and Bernard
Pieters. The clinics are for club members only AT NO COST!

WHEN: Saturday January 31 ,and February 7th (plus a replacement day 2 /21.
WHERE: Laguna Lake Park ,San Luis Obispo (by the restrooms).

SIGN IN TIME: 8:45 to 9:20 am.

GROUP FORMATION:  9:20 to 9:30 am.

CASTING TIME: 9:30to 11:30 am ..

WHAT TO BRING: 4 to 8 wt rod with floating line,7 to 9 ft leader+ yarn, and NO sink lines
NOTE: if you need a rod, ask Bernard in advance

The programs are geared to each individual group, from new to the sport to advanced level.

JANUARY CASTING PROGRAM
We work on a variety of casting mechanics, and spring tune up. This session is a must, and a
major stepping-stone for the next clinic.

FEBRUARY CASTING PROGRAM
Some casting mechanics part two and a variety of presentation casts and partly focus on
distance casts.

NOTE: The program can be different from group to group.
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The beginning level groups will be totally focused on learning the fundamentals of the casting
mechanics that are needed to make a good cast.

Some of the intermediate groups will be expanding the mechanics to be able to bring your cast
to a higher level. This group will also work on different presentations, as well as accuracy and
distance casts.

Due to high demand (and limited spots available) it's advisable to sign up as early as possible
for the clinics to secure your spot for one or two sessions plus one extra rain day 2/21.

To sign up or if you have any questions don't hesitate to contact Bernard at 805 489 3085 or
bpieters84@gmail.com. I prefer a call especially if you are new to the casting clinics!

Hope to see you at the casting clinics,

Your casting instructors team

Updating Contact Information on the Santa
Lucia Fly Fishers website.

It is very easy to update addresses, email addresses and change passwords
on the website. Log into the website with your username and password. Go
into the “Members” dropdown under the SLFF logo and select “My Account”.
In “Account Details” on the left hand side of the page you can change your
email address or reset your password. In the “Address” section you can
change your home address. Then press the green “SAVE CHANGES” button
at the bottom of each page and you are done.
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Mark your calendars for the 2026 Bishop Trout Rodeo!
The Bishop Trout Rodeo is returning on Saturday, February 7, 2026!

As a former participant in the Trout Rodeo, we're excited to invite you to join us again in 2026. So, if
you're already thinking you might need a little getaway after the holidays — mark this on your
calendar.

When: Saturday, February 7, 2026, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

We'll meet at Bishop Tri-County Fairgrounds in the morning, then head to your favorite fishing
spots. After the tournament, join us for dinner, raffles, and awards starting at 6 p.m. at the
Fairgrounds.

Can't wait to see you again!
Keep an eye out for updates and news.

All of us at the Southwest Council,
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2025 TENTATIVE OUTINGS CALENDAR

December 2025

DATE EVENT CONTACT NAME CONTACT EMAIL
January - September Surf Perch outings donaldgwheeler@gamil
Dates TBD SLO County Don Wheeler om

February 1 & 8 (make up
Feb 22)

March - June Dates TBD

May Date TBD

June 22 - 26

June 22 - June 28

July 7-July 12
August Date TBD
October 14-16

November/December
Date TBD

November/December
Date TBD

November/December
Date TBD

December
Date TBD

Other Possible Outings

SLFF Tight Lines Newsletter

Surf Perch outings

SB County

Casting Clinic

Santa Rita Ranch

Kid's Camp

Manzanita Lake

Lake Almanor

San Juan River

Avila Bay Halibut outing

Kings River
O'Neil Forebay
Striper fishing

Hot Creek (Mammoth Lakes) and
Lower Owens River (Bishop)

Lower Kings River (Sanger, day

trip)

Hot Creek (Mammoth Lakes) and
Lower Owens River (Bishop)

Kern River

Yuba & Feather River

December 2025

Ken Baldwin

Bernard Pieters
Bob Bayer

Don Wheeler
Andy Harrison
Lew Leichter

Bernard Pieters

Lew Leichter

Jim Snodgrass
Bernard Pieters
Eric Tinglof

Mark Shelton
Don Nott

Don Nott

LEADER NEEDED

LEADER NEEDED
LEADER NEEDED

klib1048@gmail.com

bpieters84@gmail.com

rbayver319@gmail.com

donaldgwheeler@gmail

om

aharrison99@att.net

Isleichter@hotmail.com

bpieters84@gmail.com

Isleichter@hotmail.com

lvnda.and.jim@comcast
net

bpieters84@gmail.com
ETinglof19@gmail.com

mshelton@calpolyv.edu

donnott@yahoo.com

donnott@yahoo.com
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If you would like to sign up for the Southwest Council Fly Fishers

International’s (SWCFFI) monthly newsletter, click here:
http://eepurl.com/dEL97L
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PRIVATE CASTING LESSONS AVAILABLE

While our six FFI certified casting instructors generously put on a series of free casting clinics

for our club members each spring, we wanted you to know they are also available for private
casting lessons throughout the year.

If interested, please contact them directly for additional information.

Bernard Pieters Arroyo Grande 489-3085 bpieters84@agmail.com
Bob Hurd Arroyo Grande 550-9071 rbrihurd@gmail.com
Todd Tose Grover Beach 904-5288. irtilyfisher@charter.net
Sally Stoner Halcyon 550-9509 fishsal44@gmail.com

Deb Cox Arroyo Grande 440-4344 debgrainercox@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP FEES CAN BE PAID ONLINE
New Members or Membership Renewal
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GUIDE SERVICES:
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LOCAL SERVICES:

CENTRAL COAST CUSTOM ROD’S

We build and repair ail types of fishing rods

CALIFORNIA TEXS
LES PATEREAU CELL 281-814-6963
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SLFF CLUB OFFICERS & DIRECTORS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS

SLFF Tight Lines Newsletter

OFFICERS HOME CELL
PRESIDENT ERIC TINGLOF 417-861-0264
VICE PRESIDENT
SECRETARY DON WHEELER 610-3158
ASST SECRETARY | CHRIS RHOADES 441-8394
TREASURER GLYNIS TINGLOF 234 - 6299
ASST TREASURER | TOM FITZHUGH 310-935-9423
DIRECTORS LEW LEICHTER 452-0497
BERNARD PIETERS 489-3085
KEVIN SHAW 213-229-9550 818-640-9694
GLYNIS TINGLOF 234 - 6299
ERIC TINGLOF 417 861-0264
KEN BALDWIN 440-4200
DON WHEELER 610-3158
BOB BAYER 474-8950 434-7905
RICH JENSEN 680-7615
CHRIS RHOADES 441-8394
TOM FITZHUGH 310-935-9423
DON NOTT 626-289-1315
COMMITTEES TOM FITZHUGH
CONSERVATION DON BALDWIN 440-6811
MEMBERSHIP KEVIN SHAW 818-640-9694
NEWSLETTER MIKE POWERS 748-7241
PROGRAMS LEW LEICHTER 452-0497
MARK SHELTON 459-7863
December 2025
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OUTINGS SALT KEN BALDWIN 440-4200
WATER
DON WHEELER 610-3158
OUTINGS FRESH DON NOTT 626-289-1315
WATER
EDUCATION
CASTING BERNARD PIETERS 489-3085
FLY TYING JIM SNODGRASS 925-5426 235-3738
BANQUET & BBQ GLYNIS TINGLOF 234 - 6299
WEBSITE CARSON DICICCO 345-5980
FUND RAISING BOB BAYER 434-7905
(GEAR/SPECIAL ORDERS)
KEN BALDWIN (GEAR) 440-4200
STEVE SOENKE (MEMBER 550 1715
GIFTS)
LEW LEICHTER 452-0497
(GUIDES/GEAR)
FINANCIAL AUDITS | LEW LEICHTER 452-0497
RICH JENSEN 680-7615
LIBRARY STEVE SOENKE 550 1715
SWCFFI RICH JENSEN 680-7615
COORDINATOR
NOMINATING LEW LEICHTER 452-0497
MARK SHELTON 459-7863
ERIC TINGLOF 417-861-0264
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